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Alexander, |

Caesar Was often in debr carly in his career. How did |
p()iil'ig‘;ll 3(1\';11“‘;1%@; v
How did Caesar acquire personal wealth during his years in Spain?

g) Who werE the three most powerful men in the Roman world in

1¢ use this to his

T

s

N

60 B.C2

b) Wwho was the most powerful of these three leaders?
¢) How did Caesar make this situation work to his advantage?

= 4) What event changed the balance of power in 53 B.C.> ‘

b) Why was crossing the Rubicon River in 49 B.C. a key event in
Caesar’s career? .

o) Did Cacsar’s gam ble pay off? Explain your answer.

6. a) Whatwas the key problem facing Rome at this time?
) What seems to have been Caesar’s answer to this problem?

> In your opinion, how well did Cacsar handle the military and political
problems he faced during his career? Explain your answer.

.,

ANSWERIMNG THE PROBLEM QUESTION

Fvaluating the relative greatness of important historical figures is difficult.
Probably the trickiest aspect of the task is defining what “greatness” is.
There are many standards of greatness to consider: the standards that
existed during the person’s life, the standards that our own society scems to
value, and your own personal standards. Many characteristics might seem
desirable in a leader—decisiveness, bravery, ruthlessness, charisma, vision,
mercifulness, viciousness, diplomacy ... the list goes on. Once you have for-
mulated your own list, then you will have to put the qualities in order of
importance and judge how well Alexander, Hannibal, and Caesar embodied
them, or failed to embody them. You should also evaluate how effective
cach was. Presumably a great leader has goals for the state and for the
people. Were these leaders’ goals worth pursuing? To what extent did they

achieve them? . . :
As you compare Alexander, Hannibal, and Caesar, and try to establish ‘
who was the greatest, you might ponder other questions. Do you ;hig};
there are great leaders living now? Would the three leaders undéf’fl@nﬁdﬁfa*
tion fit into today’s world? What qualities do you expect Canada’s leadersto -
possess? What goals should Canada’s leaders be pursuing?..
Consider one other issue. In the ancient world, a leader was ablc
his or her public comments for religious ceremonies, military Victor
other special occasions. Often, it would take
1o spread throughout the land. Furthermore,
Plishments were sparsely cecorded, often by
Presenting the leader in the best light. Perhaps writers OVEl |
have romanticized the glamorous aspects of these individuals. |
today’s [eaders are similarly glamorized? L

weeks or months for such n

a leader’s words and acco
those who had an interest in
vrit the centuries
Do you t

:
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164 Civilizations in History

More to Consider

A famous story describes the first
”""C“”}l between Cleopatra and
Cacsar. To gain access to him,
Cleopatra had herself wrapped in
1 carpet, delivered by a friend to
Cacsar, and unrolled at his feet.
Appareatly Cacsar was impressed
by this dramaric introduction.

Controversies
The conspirators who assassinated
Cacsar wanted to preserve the old
institutions and ways of governing
Rome. Cacsar seemed to have
other plans. He had been granted
a golden chair in the Senate cham-
ber and the right to wear a purple
roga, honours rhat werc usually
reserved for kings. Flis acceprance
of these honours implicd that he
bt be trying to have himself

mig
installed as monarch. After his last
bartle, at Munda in 45 B.C., he
allowed statues of himsclf to be
placed in remples, suggesting that
he wanted to portray himsclf as a
descendant of the gods. Through
his control of the Senate, Caesar
had himself appointed dictator for
ten years starting in 46 B.C. By
44 B.C.. the Senate had extended
the term to life. During the festival
of I'.«upf:z‘calia, one month before
assassination, Mark Antony had

his
a crown on Cacsar’s head.

placed
At first, the crowd remained silent,
but after the initial pause, Cacsar
crown and was

removed the

applauded.
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i mgll::\:x::“11\1\511!:\()‘()::1 Her intelligence, charm, ‘dl}d o fascinatc e
i\; i(t)l: ‘t'f;mcs;\l“s support, Cleopatrd : }?Q;]t tl(cl: Ct,h (L}\fl:: I(l(l) f L gth Was SCCui(I;%(
It is pussiblc that (leccrp:x}-m s Inf U, - Ye "“"~“’i“'u and hig }?Qa}“'iu
o e e Bgyptial form of government, encouraged ki, lony
cxperience of the kgy] i e fcing & ol
monarchy as a solution to the po mnfp i uy ‘,'tjl fg? ofte. Rllmoum "
culated that Caesar i!')tz;’.ndc‘fi to shx‘ t 11;~ mf?xla »\o“tht‘ Romap “F'Orl’d'-’k
Alexandria and to establish a joint monarchy \'\ it “1‘(.4,1L0F’}\tra. dy,
The foundation for these rumouts 5c.en‘1~cd m(n‘c‘solld when, in 47 B
had a son, prcsumzlbly by (;a’csar‘ Cleopatra’s G &
¢ with her son Cacsarion in 46 B.C. won the o dtﬁir‘(g’#'
d the po}itici:ms’ fears that Cleopatra 3nd'(j§n0ﬁ:
cal authority. Interestingly Cnough ,. Cacs»;?m‘
is adopted grandnephew, Octavian, Pﬁrh;gi

1d have little chance for survival after b

Cleopatra
entrance into Rom
of the crowd and heightene
would assume complete politi
his estate and authority tO h
Cacsar realized that Caesarion woul
father’s death. » .

Cacsar believed Rome needed him alive and in command if Pcaccﬁ, :
o continue. He once said:
It is more important for Rome than for myself that I should sur\’ivé;l“r
have long been sated with power and glory; but should mlything‘hapi"._
pen to me, Rome will enjoy no peace. A new Civil War will break ot
under far worse conditions than the last.! ' L
hat only he could give Rome the smhilit;é;i‘;
was too ambitious. Many signs indicated
er to establish a heredinn
nds Brutus ad

Although Caesar was convinced t
desperately needed, others felt he
that Caesar was consolidating his position and pow
monarchy. A number of powerful Romans, Caesar’s frie
Cassius among them, wanted power to be returned to the Senate
decided to assassinate Caesar. "l‘hcybchosc 15 March (the Ides of }
B.C. as the proper moment. Caesar had convened the Senate 5o tha
grant him the authority to be known as kin in the lands
But the assassins struck before Caesar could clai
v Following the assassination, Mark Aﬁtoﬁy
persuaded the Roman people to condemn th

(1": (ﬁ}alillzs(;‘itélr(')xlitxs Tranquillus, The Tipelve Cd&my,'l( 'nslﬁxcd‘by
AA85CL ‘)“)x P‘ 20 Citl.’d iﬂ Hu Yh P ! i e G . ,
Macmillan of Canada, 1976), p. 3(% : s, Julig C el
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Alexander, Hannibal, and Julius Caesar 165
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sy doggedly pursued the assassins when they fled. Neither Antony nor = The Roman Republic, 44 B.C.

anvone else gave much thought to Octavian, Caesar’s legal heir. Although
he was only cighteen, Octavian was mature, confident, and aggressive.
While Antony was absent, Octavian returned to Rome, claimed his. inheri-
tance, raised an army, and, when the Senate refused to make him consul,
marched on the city and secured the position anyway.

In 43 B.C., Antony, Octavian, and Lepidus, a lesser provincial gov-
emor, formed the Second Triumvirate to stabilize political power, just as
the First Triumvirate of Crassus, Pompey, and Cacsar had done in 60 B.C. .
The combined forces of the Second Triumvirate, led by Antony’s skill and
daring on the battlefield, defeated the armics of Brutus and Cassius, wha’:’ .
both committed suicide. Caesar’s inability to hold and transfer political
Power smoothly had indeed resulted in continued strife and conflict. The
thinly veiled am bition of each member of the Second Triumvirate to achieve

omplete power promised more of the same.
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Cleopatra and Antony, as depicted
on Roman coins.
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Antony and Cleopatra

x A 1 e oy e

solidate his position. By 36 B.C. he hag g

irol of Corsica and Sardinia, - ey

{ navy to take control of Corsica and £t . I;hat Same v, t

his army and navy '] ohis. thie wiakesr member of the tritimyirg, '“. .

; qed on Lepidus, © Ll ) Wi
ctavian twrned on Ly § {50 Sicily. Octavian was. i
Octavi :)Cr)l“i iriumph and the island of bml} as now

ning a s¢ :

Su?mmg
in the western Roman cmpﬂ‘t‘:

Meanwhile, Z}dark An{(%l‘l.\’:“‘rm_ defeating Brutus and ‘ll?assiu,s, Aﬁt ta
similar position in the Cfl,b,r‘f:i. l.lils‘ lexichs: nd Egyptian “’Caltll‘xcem‘cgn_y
needed money and ‘suppluis. ol Hc, in\:itcci Cleopatra to Tarsus, a Gty i A;D
be the solution Lo his p {(?b,(fm“b\, water, sailing up the Cydnus Rj;r'cr'o' !
Minox‘: i ;lrrWCd‘al: flﬂisxl::d . the banks of the river to view the pasgy en .
;mgnim:;;lt‘ M‘i;( 3{?,(:}1:&3 emanated from the barge, filling the fresh c%ug
i;l\\ 13:: (’fEI:::;;:'J‘n, who sar hcm::;u:h a sp.’lﬁng!cq gol‘d Fangpy, \‘v’as thcj,fflc,il‘

N g e ony, like Caesar before him, fell in love with her,
point of attention, Ant(n::), e ot T AT R o o

After his mecting with Cleopatra at Tarsus'in41. B.C., ’ ntony’s Objey.
ives changed drastically. He now wanted to strengthen C.].coparm’s infly-
ence rather than subdue threats to R()man peace ;mfi security. He‘follpfwéd
Cleopatra back to Alexandria while his Icgmn:t; suffcx'eq TEVErses in poory
organized military campaigns, Antony used his zm_thorlty as consul of the
g’;a;c1‘11 Roman world to restore to Egypt much of the territory it had lost.
since carly Prolemaic times. The children of Antony and Cleopatrg 'wm'.
given Roman provinces to rule. o

While Antony enjoyed a lavish life with his Egyptian queen, Octayia
restored stability and order to Rome. Backed by a well-disciplined army,
Octavian had himself appointed consul. He secured Antony’s will and made
it known that Antony had left his possessions to Cleopatra and their chil-
dren. Rumours spread that Antony wished to move the capital to
Alexandria, a bustling centre of commerce second only to Rome. The
people and the Senate rejected this concession to a foreign city and a for
eign queen, and, in 32 B.C., the Senate deposed Antony from his comm

Octavian was the first to con

Octavian’s only rival; was trying to achicv} ‘

in the east.

The Triumph of Octavian
Octavian’s fleet confronted the combined nava fo
Antony at Actium in 3] B.C. With the outcome st
unexpectedly withdrew sixty ships, throw ing Anton
sion. It is possible that Cleopatra may hav
()crawan? but this has never been fdetermi' ed.
suit Qf Cleopatra, leaving hig 'na{'y to face d
]rcmamcd with Cleopatra in Alexandria until 30
his legions marche Gty Anton
ch-ll}" e arched on the city. Antony, who
1' allenged Octavian to serrle the issue by pers
however, Ant 38 told ‘that Clesi:
: to_x?y was told that»Cleopa‘
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Alexanc
- stabbed himself. When e learned that he |
RIES. L e Y - 3 :
%}i;;c‘* to be taken to Cleopatra, and he died in her
AsREA

Alier Antony’s death, Cleopatra met with

1ad been tricked, he
presence,

Octa
fluence yet another Roman commander. Whey

o be the case, she arranged to have an asp (a s
gj(’ gogled past the Roman guard in 3 '
:li:u:iz by letting it bite hcrv.

By defeating Antony, Octavian had essentially seize
and Jll its territory. But he gave up his authority in 27 B.C., returning it to
(e Senate. This was a shrewd decision, because the Senate vohmmril ‘
qated Octavian as leader by appointing him to several
Omviaz},‘s apparently unselfish gesture had tf

Vian, perhaps hoping to
s‘hc realized this would
becies of poisonous snal

basket of figs. § )
"R O Hgs: She then: committed

d control of Rome
y rein-

key public offices.
1¢ result of making him the

~ Octavian |

B.C.

43 Antony, Octavian, and Lepidus félfm‘th’é*»Se ond T
~ Armies of Srutus‘,_’andfCassius{defeatedfat’._Rhil’ipp

41  Cleopatra’s barge arrives at Tarsus; she and Antony
. love and join political forces
Antony lives ; ith

36 Octavianldvéféjé s Lepidus i
Roman world
The Triumvirate i

Cleopatra flees wit|
ntony follows Cle
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Lo deliich of couLSe had been h‘ig aim al|
A . puler was the best hope for peass
- 101: the populm’ party nﬁnd thc‘ })‘Atr} e i ?i‘ty,_f
¢ first c(*.nl’ur’y( RC d uring (;"‘CS‘dr’g, tiz"’: \Z,h"fh
prought to an end. 1 l}c power of I;{c)mc Wag no_,?ln-d‘.
,\1‘]]?5 fands; and he had gained it not only . ang

{ his realistic approach to the prcibléns ‘é"«}gh

aloig i
first Roman ¢y )
tha
sehwee
hout th

Senate realized
“l‘hc civil conflict |
had lasted throug
before, was !‘innlly‘ .
remain in Octav

would
because O

military foree but :
the city and its provinees.

bLle“kléRY: i of Macedonia was assassinated and his twengy.,
In 336 B.C., Philip of ! Jlace. Alexander was well-educated, dcclisg?ar‘o‘
. f‘\‘lcxﬂﬂiﬁl"i‘ I::f;;'ﬂi{n:]li:c}ili;\tjci‘\g he sought to expand the empire h{\sﬁf;th
11:13“:t:?!:lz;l;:z;, first by con firming h]" PN(*’.SI'tl(;g:lBGémcea and they, g;
attacking Persia. He moved into ,Amn 1\'111?(;){1»11 : d 111 and Won hig fry
battle as}ainst the Persians. As 1)15 a.d\!m}u' ;,xon“unm, {ias demdcd“that he
would take all of the Persian I:implAl'C for his own, By 321 BE [t e
defeated the main part of the Persian (’L)-lj()“eiltl()ll'. Darius, leader of the
Persians, was murdered by his own troops e fc‘)ll()wmg year, and Aleange,
became the Great King. In order to keep his new cmpite fllnctio'ning’
Alexander allowed his new subjects to k’cfil’»’ Lany of their religioys and
social practices. But he also brought (}1‘€f31< ideas to the Persians, He
founded many new citics, using the Greek city-state as his model. After b
confirmed his control of the outer reaches of the Persian domain, he vep.
tured into India to enlarge the empire again. His soldiers, however, were
unwilling to continue, and by 323 B.C. the force had returned to Babylon.
Alexander became sick a few months later and died before he could regroyp
and take his army on another expedition. v .
Just over fifty years after Alexander’s death, two other import:
ers were at war—the Carthaginians and the Romans. The ci
was a trading centre on the north coast of Africa, fou
century B.C. by the Phoenicians. Rome was establi
but rose to prominence after 509 B.C, whén:
Etruscans and began to expand. By 270 B.C
whole Italian peninsula. The First Punic War b
lasth from 264-241 B.C. and was won by;ﬂi Ro
Carfhagc was ready to test its strength again
g(igng é:qr;.haglm;m general, led_»h%?trﬁoops into Ro
e 1¢ pushed through Spain, souther
the Italian peninsula; the Second Punic Wa
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Alexand

| epabled him to move south toward Rome: R
gﬂ&; changed their generals and their ser i
zzfl X Jong stand-off began. For twel
the soul

steg y 216 1?-(3;, the Romans
ve }’C’:lfo,) Irt Hﬁ“mbd continued to
; : o cars, Hannibal’e e

i of Italy, but they could not take .R()r)nc e - o1 utolen

o aeaines . or subdue the north. T
car began 1o turn against the Carthaginians B A G
walk Ve -

o -~ = ‘&bout 207 B G Kot
Roman gcnun!, (‘idc;lt_ud (.u-ulha«gc n Spain. He also stOPPec{ t! _}’fix'pmf., Va
I"ia,sdmbul, Hannibal’s brother, from cntering Iraly "i‘hcn‘ in 20:;: 1?2“ }Of
i > 3:C5 he

rook a Roman ﬁ‘:)l‘cff to n(‘n‘t'hw Africa and battled the Cartha yinians close
(heir hom¢. Hannibal was forced to return, but Scipio d%:fh‘ lisici.(?&g :
Zama in 202 1_%,(3,";1151d Hannibal fled to Syria. Gl
The Carthaginians and Romans went to war one last time, beginning i
150 B.C. The Romans won the Third Punic War, oblitcrati; y tghlxjm.n% “}
heir once-mighty rival. ’ s le e
Rome was now the dominant power in the Mediterrancan region. The
Romans, like other conquerors in the ancient world, forced the pc;)p’les: they
defeated to become slaves. So many slaves were available that Rome ;ic-vcly-
oped a slave-based economy. By 27 B.C., slaves made up one-fifth of
Rome’s population of 1.25 million. The wealthy used slaves for almost
every kind of task. Slaves were sometimes treated so badly that they
rebelled. The most tamous slave revolt occurred in 73 B.C., and was led by
the gladiator Spartacus whose army eventually grew to about seventy thou-
«and slaves and sympathizers. Spartacus’s revolt lasted for three years and
was finally put down by armies commanded by Crassus, Pompey, and

t

Lucullus.
Although they were tentative allies against Spartacus, Crassus and
Pompey were competing against one another for political control of Rome.
Technically, Rome was a democracy administered by a Senate. In practice,
though, political power was obtained through influence, wealth, and mili-
tary strength. For ten years, from 71-61 B.C., Crassus and Pompey
manocuvred to gain an advantage over one another. Then, an apparently
much less powerful man, Julius Caesar, became an important mtcrmedlary
He persuaded Crassus and Pompey that the three of ,thc:ﬁi,‘éhdq}d ;ru;;:;; .
Rome as a unit, and the First Trizmviratewasborn.. = = 8 2
Cacsar’s rise to power was gradual. He began with ﬁ'legi/?lh?l}?i,; ?m
career, then travelled to Spain as an army commander. Thronghaggr -
Plundering, he gained wealth for himself and his soldi.ers,,fv,Cgfgi:ﬁ?a{lj rnec
© Rome, forged the First Triumvirate, and then left agamtocon ‘
Rfamc’s military campaigns in Gaul. He proved t.O--b? ‘?v_gg??n%i »anéi;:é
;f)\'hcn Crassus was killed in battle in 53 B.C., Cacsarmadeh‘;m o g&
mpey. Against the orders of the Senate, Cacsar brotght 1%3:: L
Qaui into Italy. A little over a year later, Caesar hadj-d6f¢3t¢d omp
S army 1o become the ruler of Rome. -
Julius Caesar’s reign was short-lived. His, gpparcntv‘dgfiifgéie
 monarch, perhaps even a deity, antagonized p O"fi‘f o 0

4
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believed Rome should be g(“)w:.i.’l“lc.(1 by %Scnatc, His alliance With Clé()pa
queen of Egypt, also worked against l).1.1,1j?‘bg“umslévp‘colale Wwere afrajg t;ra’ [
Cacesar’s authority might pass to an heir \-&jho was not wholly Rom, 'at’i:'
Conspirators organized, and Caesar was assassinated in 44 B¢ - a;?,

Several key figures emerged to fill the vacuum of power; Mar, Anton,
one¢ of Caesar’s generals; chased the consplrat(;).;:s' from Rome. Hi_sia'rny?
defeated theirs, and the leaders committed ?’U{Cld(‘:. Octavian, Caesap,
grandnephew and legal heir, used an army mof his own to take contro| ‘(ﬁ
Rome while Antony was away. By 43 B.C., Octavian, Antony, and a'go\,er_,‘
nor named Lepidus had agreed to form the Second T ri.umvir'atct_‘,Smn ',
vears later, Lepidus and Octavian went to war, and Lepidus lost. O¢
now controlled the west of the empire, Marc Antony the east.

Like Caesar before him, Antony fell in love with Cleopatra, Eventy v,
this alliance turned the Roman people against him and gave Octavian ¢
reason to pursue him. Octavian’s navy met Antony and Cleopatra’s navy
Actium in 31 B.C.; Octavian prevailed when Cleopatra withdrew her
Antony and Cleopatra killed themselves not longiafter,. .

Octavian, clearly the chief power in Rome
the Senate in 27 B.C.. and the Senate
tions. In this way, Octav
emperor.

tavian

, Bave over
promptly appointed
ian confirmed his status
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